Revelation 2-3 Introduction – Page 32a

One Final Thought about Salvation and the Seven Churches: As mentioned earlier, it is possible to read Revelation 2-3 and get a sense that salvation is a reward, earned by grace plus works, and not by grace alone. We find Jesus emphasizing “works” and “overcoming” to the seven churches throughout in His assessment and judgment of them, as follow:
To Ephesus, Jesus says Rev 2:2 NKJV  ""I know your works, your labor, your patience, and that you cannot bear those who are evil. And you have tested those who say they are apostles and are not, and have found them liars;" Jesus goes on to say: Rev 2:5 NKJV  ""Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent and do the first works, or else I will come to you quickly and remove your lampstand from its place; unless you repent." Then Jesus makes a promise to overcomers in Rev 2:7b NKJV  ""…To him who overcomes I will give to eat from the tree of life, which is in the midst of the Paradise of God."'" Does this mean that if believers works hard enough and “overcome” they will be allowed to enter into the Paradise of God?
To Smyrna, Jesus says Rev 2:9 NKJV  ""I know your works, tribulation, and poverty (but you are rich); and I know the blasphemy of those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan."  Then Jesus makes a promise to overcomers in Rev 2:11b NKJV  ""…He who overcomes shall not be hurt by the second death lake of fire."'"  Once again, does this mean that if believers work hard enough to overcome, they will not be cast into the “lake of fire” (Rev. 20:14)?
To Pergamos, Jesus says Rev 2:13 NKJV  "" I know your works, and where you dwell, where Satan's throne is. And you hold fast to My name, and did not deny My faith…" Then Jesus promises overcomers  {17b} ""…To him who overcomes I will give some of the hidden manna to eat. 
To Thyatira, Jesus says Rev 2:19 NKJV  "" I know your works, love, service, faith, and your patience; and as for your works, the last are more than the first." {20} "Nevertheless …because you allow that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, to teach and seduce My servants to commit sexual immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols. …{22} "Indeed I will cast her into a sickbed, and those who commit adultery with her into great tribulation, unless they repent of their deeds. {23}  ""…And I will give to each one of you according to your works." Then Jesus makes a promise to overcomers in Rev 2:26 NKJV  ""And he who overcomes, and keeps My works until the end, to him I will give power over the nations;"  Once again, good works are required to “overcome!”
To Sardis, Jesus says Rev 3:1b NKJV …" I know your works, that you have a name that you are alive, but you are dead." Then Jesus makes a promise to the overcomers in  Rev 3:5 NKJV  ""He who overcomes shall be clothed in white garments, and I will not blot out his name from the Book of Life; but I will confess his name before My Father and before His angels."  If you don’t overcome, will your name then be blotted out of the Book of Life, and will Jesus deny you?
To Philadelphia, Jesus says Rev 3:8 NKJV  "" I know your works. See, I have set before you an open door, and no one can shut it; for you have a little strength, have kept My word, and have not denied My name." Then Jesus makes a promise to overcomers in  Rev 3:12a NKJV  ""He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he shall go out no more."
To Laodecia, Jesus says Rev 3:15 NKJV  "" I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I could wish you were cold or hot." Then Jesus makes a promise to overcomers in  Rev 3:21 NKJV  ""To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne."  If you do not overcome by being “hot” is it true that you will not be allowed to be co-heirs with Jesus (Rom. 8:17) and co-reign with Him on His throne? 

In sum, these passages seem to imply that unless the believer overcomes by doing enough good works, they will have not be saved. But, is that what Jesus is saying? Upon closer examination, we find that these passages are not about the gift of eternal salvation, gained by grace through faith (Eph. 2:8-9), but they concern rewards that are earned by faith, overcoming the world, the flesh, and the devil (Col. 3:24).  (Read Appendix B – Overcomes in the Churches of Revelation – By Chuck and Nancy Missler)
